Transvenous long-term pacing with an external pacemaker. What are the risks?
Externalized endocardial electrodes were used for pacing 138 patients for periods of one month to 12 years. In the 416 patient/years of pacing by this method, 13 septicemias occurred. Implanted pacemakers with endocardial electrodes were used in 1186 patients. In the 3488 patient/years 11 septicemias occurred. The mortality and an assessment of the cause of death for pacing by the two methods is presented. It is concluded that the external method of transvenous pacing carries additional risk and is only justified in special circumstances.